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FTA Report Validates City’s Proposed Mass Transit Projections

Acting Council Chair Nestor Garcia today said he is pleased with the latest Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) report that qualifies Honolulu’s rail project to move to the Preliminary

Engineering phase and apply for federal New Starts funding.

“The report demonstrates that the city has been working closely with the Federal Transit
Administration, which has provided stringent oversight during this whole process,” Garcia said,

adding that “major transit projects that hope to be funded through the FTA’s New Starts
Program use a risk-informed assessment process to review and validate a project sponsor’s

budget and schedule. Cities like Seattle and Phoenix, which recently began operating their rail

systems, have gone through the same process Honolulu is undertaking.’

He said the report provides him with a greater comfort level for the massive, multi-billion-dollar

project, and said he hopes the public also finds some reassurance that the federal government

is closely monitoring the city’s efforts.
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Garcia is serving as chair of the Council while Chair Todd Apo is off island.


