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CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-3065 / TELEPHONE 547-7000

ROMY M. CACHOLA
COUNCILMEMBER

(BOR) T6E-5007

(ROB) T6B-5011 (fax)

e-mail: reacholagihonoluby gov

August 18, 201

MEMORANDUM

TO: COUNCIL CHAIR ERNEST MARTIN
CLAYTON WONG, CITY COUNCIL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

B COUNCILMEMBER MEL RAPOZO, PRESIDENT J1SAC
FROM: COUNCILMEMBER ROMY M. CACHOLA 4 M

SUBJECT: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 2011 CHNFERENCE & EXPO
OREGON CONVENTION CENTER, PORTLAND, OREGON
JULY 15-19, 2011

I attended the 2011 Mational Association of Counties (NACo) Annual Conference and Exposition, which
was held in Portland, Oregon, July 15-19, 2011. | was among some 3,000 elected and appointed county
officials from across the nation who attended the event.

The conference provided county officials with opportunities to learn and gather information to help improve
the effectiveness of counties. Attendees heard from top officials, elected new NACo officers, adopted new
legislative policies and participated in a variety of educational workshops. The major themes of the
conference included how counties can serve residents with shrinking federal, state and local revenues, while
streamlining county government programs and services in these austere times.

Friday, July 15, 2011

I attended several subcommittee meetings hosted by the NACo Transportation Steering Committee, of
which I had been a member. 1 attended the Highway-Highway Safety Subcommittee and Mass Transit-Rail
Subcommittee Joint Meeting. [ also attended the Airport Subcommittee and Ports Subcommittee Joint
Meeting. In the various meetings, we received an update on the discussions involving current federal
transportation funds.

Saturday, July 16, 2011

I attended the Transportation Steering Committee meeting, during which we looked at existing and
proposed transportation resolutions for consideration by the Transportation Steering Committee. One
proposed resolution on maintaining metropolitan planning organization (MPO}) designation. NACo opposes
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legislation or regulation directing the MPO population threshold to be raised from its current level of
530,000,

I also attended the Environment, Energy and Land Use Steering Committee Meeting since our own county
is facing the issue of public infrastructure and sustainability,

The Exhibit Hall Reception provided an opportunity for conference attendees to look at vendors who have
products and services that may be of great benefit for the counties.

Sunday, July 17, 2011

I attended the opening general session. The featured speaker of the conference’s opening general session
was Aron Ralston, who had his arm pinned by a half-tone boulder for nearly a week in a remote three-foot-
wide canyon in Utah. To free himself from the boulder, he severe his right forearm with a dull pocketknife,
applied a tourniquet, and hiked and rappelled for five hours before being rescued. Ralston compared his
experience to the dire fiscal picture the assembled county officials had been facing. From this crisis, he said,
they could emerge with a new perspective.

He recounted the details of his five days in the canyon, how his will to love sustained him, and his feelings
when he finally emerged from that small crack between two rock walls where he had prematurely carved
his epigraph.

Outgoing HUD Deputy Secretary Ron Sims and Bob Woodruff, ABC correspondent and founder, Bob
Woodruff Family Foundation for Traumatic Brain Injury, presented speeches about America's promise and
individual triumph over great odds.

Ron Sims spoke about the stalemate in Washington over the debt-ceiling talks and urged NACo to continue
to be lobby Washington and set an example of what can be accomplished in spite of differences. He spoke
of the hard work and sacrifices his father and grandfather made to in pursuit of a better life, and that
Americans today need to make sacrifices.

WoodrufT, who suffered massive head injuries from a roadside bomb while on assignment in Iraq in
December 2006, talked about his path from attorney to journalist to war correspondent to network evening
news anchor.

He talked about how the American military has made progress in treating its most severely wounded and
about his own struggles to heal from traumatic brain injuries, He had to regain memory of his five
children’s names and other details of his life. Woodruff and his family created the nonprofit Bob Woodruff
Foundation to provide resources and support to injured service members, veterans and their families,
especially those with “invisible injury.”

1 attended the workshop, “The Path to Zero Waste,” was on a topic that is of grave importance to our county
as we look at innovative ways to manage our waste as we face the increasing cost of waste management. On
Oahu, we face the impending closure of Waimanalo Gulch Landfill. We learned about strategies on how to
improve waste management and create new sources of revenue in the process, including conversion
technologies, new recycling strategies, waste diversion and organic composting,

Another workshop I attended was “Public-Private Partnerships for Energy Efficiency and Renewables,”
which tackled the counties’ need to make capital improvements and investments in energy efficiency and
renewable energy generation in these difficult economic times. The workshop talked about public-private
partnerships that would help counties leverage outside resources and get important work done correctly.
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Monday, July 18, 2011
The day included morning workshops and mobile tours.

On July 18, L attended two workshops. One is “Funding Infrastructure and Economic Development™ with an
interest on improvement of public infrastructure. While good infrastructure contributes to the quality of
life, such projects can be expensive. During this workshop, panelists talked about debt financing and
alternative methods of financing that are designed to promote economic development.

I also attended the workshop, “From East to West, Counties Develop Solutions for Cost Savings.” The
workshop focused on the example of Catawba County, North Carolina, recipient of one of the two NACo-
Motorola County Government Wireless Broadband Awards. Catawba County was recognized for its use of
wireless broadband technology for communications within its county government and how it benefits its
local economy. Catawba is known for its waste recovery processes and its EcoComplex and Resource
Recovery Facility, including a landfill Gas-to-Energy Facility. Staff is able to remotely access and adjust
engine readings, saving time and resources and enabling staff to be more efficient. We had a demonstration
of a live connection to the EcoComplex during this workshop. Attached is a brochure about Catawba
County’s EcoComplex and Resource Recovery Facility.

Our afternoon general session featured Commerce Under Secretary Francisco Sanchez. Sanchez leads
Commerce’s efforts to strengthen the competitiveness of U.S. industry, promote trade and investment and
ensure compliance with trade laws and agreements.

Tuesday, July 19,2011
The July 19th workshop block that 1 attended was “State Partnerships for Sharing Federal Transportation

Funds with Local Governments.” Oregon Transportation Commission Chairwoman Gail Achterman
discussed how constituents just want to be able to get from place to place. She suggested transferring
ownership of different road properties among different government entities that can take better care of it.
For instance, the needs of large bridges can be better addressed by the state rather than counties. We
learned how a partnership between jurisdictions can be developed and how local governments can be a part
of the Federal Aide project selection.

During NACo’s Annual Business Meeting, NACo members voted for the following:
® President: Athens County Ohio Commissioner Lenny Eliason
* Second Vice President: Linn County, lowa Supervisor Linda Langston
¢ First Vice President: Douglas County, Nebraska. Commissioner Chris Rodgers
* Immediate Past President: Tarrant County, Texas Judge Judge Glen Whitley

Eliason’s initiative will focus on encouraging America's counties in promating healthy living and healthy
lifestyles.

* % &
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City Council
City and County of Honolulu

CLAIM FOR TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT

i
Diste: a2z
Traveler: Romy M. Cachola
Event: MACo 2011 Annual Conference
Location: Portland, Dregon
Dalas: From duly 15, 2011 To HJuly 19, 2011
Description Amount Motes:
1. Registration Fes 480,00 MNACoO Regjstratign
2. Aifare 517.30 Roundtrip, Honolulu - Portland, Hawaiian Airlines
3. Hotel 1275.78 Hilton Portland & Executive Tower 7/14-7/19
4, Meals 136.10
5. Ground Transportation 28.00
6. Tips 20,00
. Dlhear
Othear
Other
B. Adjusimeant
OTAL REIMBURSEMENT 2467 .18

This is to certify that the above data, based upon receipts submitted to Council Administrative Support Services
via a CCLTRVLO0Z form, is accurate. Further, | am claiming reimbursement for expenses associated with a trip in which
City business was conducted and personal funds were used to advance payment;

/Mw} % M AUG 25 2y

Sig 1aiurf- of Traveler Date




