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	CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII


	
	         No.     04-330                           

	RESOLUTION

	



URGING THE MAYOR TO INITIATE PARTICIPATION IN THE NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM’S COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM.

WHEREAS, the City and County of Honolulu is situated within a tropical island climate that is subject to both localized and widespread flooding from rainstorms, hurricanes, high surf and various other weather and topographic conditions; and

WHEREAS, the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is a federal program enabling property owners in participating communities to purchase insurance protection against losses from flooding; and

WHEREAS, the NFIP is designed to provide an insurance alternative to disaster assistance to meet the escalating costs of repairing damage to buildings and their contents caused by floods; and

WHEREAS, the NFIP Community Rating System (CRS) is a voluntary incentive program initiated in 1990 as a means of encouraging communities to adopt floodplain management activities that exceed the minimum NFIP standards; and

WHEREAS, the CRS Class Rating assigned to any given community is based on 18 creditable activities, organized under four categories:  (1) Public Information; (2) Mapping and Regulations; (3) Flood Damage Reduction; and (4) Flood Preparedness; and

WHEREAS, under the CRS, the flood insurance premium rates within a participating community are discounted to reflect the reduced flood risk resulting from that community’s actions and efforts in meeting the three goals of the CRS:  (1) reduce flood losses; (2) facilitate accurate insurance ratings; and (3) promote awareness of flood insurance; and

WHEREAS, for CRS participating communities, the flood insurance premium rates for businesses and homeowners are discounted up to as much as forty-five percent, depending on the Class Rating assigned to that community; and

WHEREAS, there are now over 1,000 communities nation-wide that are receiving flood insurance premium discounts based on their implementation of local mitigation, outreach, and educational activities; and

WHEREAS, while the premium discounts granted to CRS participating communities are one of the program’s major benefits, it is even more beneficial that these communities are committed to carrying out efforts and activities that save lives and reduce property damage; and

WHEREAS, participation by the City in the CRS could result in discounted flood insurance premiums for businesses and homeowners, as well as help reduce the tragic loss of lives and property that can result from a flood; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that the Mayor, through the Department of Planning and Permitting, the Department of Design and Construction, and the Office of the Managing Director, prepare and submit an application for participation in the Community Rating System; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor appoint a CRS coordinator to assess Honolulu’s flood management efforts and activities; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the Director of Planning and Permitting, the Director of Design and Construction, the Managing Director and the Mayor.
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